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The Internet could have been purpose built for New Zealand – an isolated nation of
entrepreneurs and innovators who can’t help but compare ourselves to the rest of the world.
Our greatest exports have conquered the globe – the All
Blacks and Sir Peter Jackson; sauvignon blanc and New
Zealand lamb; and our new heroes, Xero and Lorde.
These two have redefined success for a digital age. By
basing their achievements on the power of the Internet,
they have not only overcome, but have taken advantage of
our unique place
in the world.
The Internet is in its infancy yet has already changed the
world. Now it presents us with both a challenge, and an
opportunity, to transform our approach to business,
education and government, to create a prosperous and
successful future for all New Zealanders.

A vision for a digital New Zealand

The Innovation Partnership is a group of organisations with
a vision for New Zealand where our children are educated
to succeed in a digital world, our economy is driven by
digital innovations, and our government is digitally capable
and accessible.
We want to start a conversation about what we need to do –
now and in the future – to get there. Here are our ideas.

A digitally capable generation
Every child should be taught in a digitally enabled classroom, by a digitally capable teacher,
and should graduate ready to work in a digital economy.
The Internet has changed our understanding of knowledge
and information, and enabled innovative digital approaches
to learning, which has been proven to drastically increase
educational achievement.
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The next generation of New Zealanders need the right
education to be able to harness the potential of the Internet,
and thrive in a digital economy and society.

What we need:
Digitally enabled learning
Every child should have access to a world-class education
based on proven innovations in teaching and learning. All
New Zealand children should have the opportunity to
access digitally enabled learning, through digital devices
and fast wireless broadband, at school and at home.
Connectivity in homes and communities
According to the last census, 62,000 New Zealand homes
with school age children do not have Internet access. In an
age where information and education live online, basic
connectivity is essential to educational achievement, and
every student and pupil should be able to use the Internet
for their education.
Digitally capable teachers
It isn’t devices or connectivity that have transformed
education, but the innovative approaches to teaching which
they make possible. New teachers should be trained, and
existing teachers should be upskilled, in how to teach
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effectively in digitally enabled classrooms.
Digitally appropriate pedagogy
Digital education requires a new approach to teaching
and learning in order to unleash its potential to increase
achievement. The education sector should adopt, and
continue to develop new, yet proven approaches to
teaching in a digitally enabled environment.
Open educational data
Digital teaching opens up the opportunity to use data from
the classroom and education system to rapidly and
proactively test and understand what is, and isn’t working,
and to make effective and testable change to educational
approaches.

A digitally driven economy
The potential of the Internet can be at the centre of New Zealand’s drive for economic
growth, and all businesses should be making effective use of the Internet to add billions of
dollars of productivity and export gains to the economy.
The Internet allows us to overcome our geographic
isolation, while making productivity and innovation the
basis of our economic growth. It allows us to increase both
our physical
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and weightless exports to the world, and lets our best and
brightest choose to live here while participating in the
world’s most innovative digital ecosystems.

What we need:
Digitally capable small businesses
Businesses that effectively use the Internet are six per cent
more productive than average. Put another way, these
businesses are four years ahead of their competition. If all
New Zealand’s SMEs made effective use of the Internet
it would add $34 billion in productivity gains to the
economy.
Digitally capable graduates
Policy makers and business leaders should consider
avenues for developing existing workers, and ensuring all
graduates have the digital skills to meet the economy’s new
needs – skills like digital marketing, data analysis and
traditional ICT and coding.
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Online sales and exports
Businesses that make substantial online sales are up to 25
per cent more productive than the average firm in their
industry, yet only 12 per cent of businesses are taking
online payments via their website.
Currently, only 10 per cent of Kiwi businesses are making
online sales into overseas markets. Increasing the number
of New Zealand micro-national businesses making
overseas exports, and selling domestically online, would
add billions of dollars to the New Zealand economy.

A digitally capable government
All New Zealanders and businesses should be able to engage with government online,
and government should lead the way in creating the basis for a digital ecosystem to
support business, education, and civic engagement.
The Internet is unique in its ability to connect people and
communities, and to allow them to share information and
ideas. It has become a place for individuals, communities,
businesses and industries to meet, interact, share ideas
and debate our issues and challenges.
The New Zealand Government is building a more
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interactive, transparent and online public service, in which
all New Zealanders are involved in the decisions that shape
our
society, our economy, and our communities, and where
engagement with government is easy, efficient, and online –
and where Government’s approach to open data sets the
tone for the entire country.

What we need:
Online government
Government and councils should continue to work on
opportunities to open up their decision-making processes
through online platforms, allowing people to engage online
with decision making, as well as in elections.

Open government data
Government should set the tone for a culture of open data
in New Zealand, by continuing to release its own data sets,
and by shaping the policy and regulatory environment for
industry to adopt an open data mindset.

Government leading by example
Government should lead the way in using the Internet to
be more productive and citizen-centric – encouraging and
incentivising businesses to do the same. Government’s
own transformation can create scale and demand to
stimulate the digital ecosystem.

Government should engage industry to establish a
balanced set of regulations that will protect privacy, by
governing the kinds of data that can be shared, the types of
usage that are allowed and the consent that is required.
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About the Innovation Partnership
The Innovation Partnership is dedicated to New Zealand becoming a world-leader in using
the Internet to drive business growth, public sector excellence, and educational
achievement.

Find out more at innovationpartnership.co.nz

